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Issue 2 
July 2011 

Notice ς State Executive Workshop 
For ALL State Executive Members. 
 

Saturday 16th July 1000 hrs Youngtown Training Room #1 
 

Please pass items for discussion to your local reps ASAP. 

Notice ς State Annual General Meeting 
ALL Retained brigade members are welcome and encouraged to 
attend (Officers, firefighters, members). 
 

Sunday 17th July 1100 hrs Youngtown Training Room #1 
 

As there will be a light lunch provided could you please indicate 
your intention to attend to the Secretary secretary@trvfa.org.au or 
on 0417 499 088 before Wednesday the 13th of July. 
 

This is an election year for; 
 State President , Vice President, State Secretary, Treasurer, & 
Assistant State Secretary.  
 

Also Committee Reps positions. *Not including working parties 
ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǊŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅ ŦƛƭƭŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ΨǇŀǊŜƴǘΩ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜΦ 
 

There will be a General Meeting immediately after the conclusion 
of the AGM. 
 

Please note: for your Brigade to be eligible for voting (one vote per 
brigade), it must be financial ς the Treasurer will be able to accept 
subs payments prior to the start of the meeting, if there is any 
doubt about your brigades financial status please contact the 
A/Treasurer Peter Groves (before the meeting date) contact details 
at the end of this FIRElines. 

 
 

mailto:secretary@trvfa.org.au


TRVFA Website - Update 
Great news!   Our new website is live! It was published on the Monday the 
4th of July late in the evening, and was presented to those in attendance at 
the NW Regional meeting the next night, although pressed for time a 
walkthrough of the site was accomplished and well received. 
 

It is a much more modern site, with links direct from our Facebook page and also a feed from the 
TFS incidents page. 
 

A while ago we invited you to provide good quality photos to display on the site, that is still the case, 
at the moment there are two sections available for photos ς our gallery page (which is empty at the 
moment) and our brigade news section off the bottom of our Member Brigades page ς if you wish to 
be mentioned on this page please supply a few words about the photo itself for example; location, 
activity/incident, people in it, date etc please make sure you have the permission of the 
photographer before submitting ς ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ǳƴƘŀǇǇȅΦ 
 

If you have any ideas that you think we should consider for the website please drop the State 
Secretary an email on secretary@trvfa.org.au  or call 0417 499088. 
 

Operational Uniform Committee 
This Group has met twice so far this year, a reasonable ramp up in activity over recent years ς there is 
another one scheduled too! 
 

From the February meeting ς items discussed included a new Uniform Code for operational 
members, which include volunteers. There was a lot of discussion regarding the content of this 
document, the draft version was very weighty and has been cut back quite a lot (it even had 
procedural type stuff for funerals and the like in it, now gone). 
 

Also discussed (both meetings) was a new design for the TFS t-shirt, popular 
ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ Ψ¢C{Ω across the back panel leaves a bit to be desired, being 
confused with TAS FREIGHT SERVICE etc ς with a block formation similar to this 
(to the left) being given consideration. Opinion is mixed, this suggestion came 
ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ΨǿŜŀǊŜǊǎΩ ǘƻ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭƭȅ ōƭƻŎƪ ƭŜǘǘŜǊǎ ōǳǘ ŎŀƳŜ ōŀŎƪ 

from the Chief altered to how you see it now ς it has prompted healthy debate! Most think that the 
logo on the front is sufficient, and is not required again on the back. 
 

Shorts, Skins (lycra type exercise gear) and wool under garments were also discussed for career 
members. 
A new design of baseball cap was talked about  (pictured right) ς ŘƻƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ǘƻƻ 
excited current ǎǘƻŎƪǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ǳǇ ŦƛǊǎǘΧ this could take quite 
some time, also since this photo was created it has since been done in a 
production prototype and was universally canned, none present were in favour 
of the diagonal slashes going above the peak, and they were on a tape which was sewn on and 
seemingly on a poor print quality & the red was not our recognized shade ς so back to the drawing 
board! Hopefully this can be done by embroidery rather than sewn on tape, some other services 
around the country have them done and they look very smart. 
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PPC committee Update 
 

Since the original FIRElines this working party has reconvened and has had a fairly lengthy meeting 
with lots of new products hitting the market and a few trials are being undertaken as a result. 
 

Structural Turnout Coats/Trousers ς as reported last time this group is 
looking at the future replacement of the current Nomex gear. PBI Gold has 
been trialled previously (the brown coloured gear you may seen getting 
around), 2 sets of Titan gear have been made with a moisture barrier in 
them for the group to view and after discussion they too have been thrown 
into the mix for a quick trial ς ōȅ ǉǳƛŎƪ ǿŜ ƳŜŀƴ ƛǘ ǿƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ŦƻǊ р ƻǊ ǎƻ ȅŜŀǊǎ                          

Nomex on left & Titan on right             like the last one. 
 

The Group was to see two presentations at the last meeting but due to some temperamental 
mountain (ŀǎƘ ŎƭƻǳŘύ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǘƘŜȅ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ŀ ŦƭƛƎƘǘ ς ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƘƻǇƛƴƎ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ 
available for the next meeting in August. 
 

Titan on paper seems very impressive, it has equal or greater protection values to PBI Gold, but far 
out wears it in laboratory testing, also it is available in just about every colour of the rainbow, 
compared to PBI Gold which either comes as the bǊƻǿƴ όƛǘΩǎ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ŎƻƭƻǳǊύ ƻǊ ŘŀǊƪŜǊΦ ¢ƘŜ ǘǊƛŀƭ ¢ƛǘŀƴ 
gear is the same colour as the Nomex we currently wear. Due to the budget cut backs we are by now 
all too aware of the new gear once selected will more than likely be issued to the career brigades first 
(one set only) then the high use volunteer brigades, but on an as needed basis ς there will be no 
immediate swap over, especially for the current gear in a reasonable condition (it still meets the 
relevant standards). 
 

Like last meeting, we were told of helmet testing, and this time the focus was on Bushfire (Jockey) 
helmets ς and no major surprises some failed the testing, but not in a structural sense as you may 
ŀǎǎǳƳŜΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŦŀƛƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ ΨǊŜǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ƛƎƴƛǘƛƻƴ ǘŜǎǘΩΦ  !ŦǘŜǊ ǎƻƳŜ ǘŀƭƪ ŀōƻǳǘ WƻŎƪŜȅ ƘŜƭƳŜǘǎ two 
recommendations were to be made to the DCO, that jockey helmets not be re-issued for operational 
use (recycling to different users) and that they only have a maximum shelf life of 10 years. 
 

Jet Style Structural Helmets (pictured right)ς Chair Hugh Jones has received two jet style 
helmets from Pacific, namely the F11 style, it was agreed by the group that these should 
be trialed for possible consideration. Hugh was to investigate ordering another 10 for 
wider trialing. For more details - http://www.pacifichelmets.com/index.php?view=f11 
 

The UFU have asked for a trial of a rescue glove, and it has been given in principle 
support ς there is a new standard for rescue gloves being developed by AFAC, and any 
such trail glove would have to meet this standard. 
 

Boots ς 7 pairs of Magnum boots (a double side zip) have been given to the TFS for trial, 
ŀǎ ŀ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ƻǇǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ƛǎǎǳŜ ¢ŀƛǇŀƴ ōƻƻǘΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ōƻǘƘ ǾŜƎƛŜ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŀƭ ΨǎŀŦŜΩ 
but will be trialed for fit for purpose etc. 
 

Hugh Jones has invited members to put forward suggestions of new products but they 
must meet relevant Australian Standards to be even considered, as much information 
should be supplied as possible ς Company Contact, product code, specifications etc. 

http://www.pacifichelmets.com/index.php?view=f11


Member Bios 
 

To help you put names to faces, we continue our introductory bios, this time of two gents who hold 
senior positions within the executive...        ... and a tag-a-long on the next page. 
 

Craig Hughes ς State Vice President/ Southern Region Secretary 
 

I have been a brigade member of Claremont Fire Brigade since ô03 and 

currently hold the office of Brigade Treasurer. 

 

I live with Louise and collectively we have 5 sons, 3 of which still occupy 

our dwelling!  2 of the five are also members of CFB having come through 

the system as juniors. 

 

As a family for the past five years on Thursday nights we have combined two things dear to me, the 

companionship of each other and Mexican Food! --- Burrito & Corona Night!!! 

 

Some quick facts about me; I have worked for the Tasmanian Prison Service since 

1983, I play golf at every opportunity off a handicap of 14, I attended the Volunteer 

Leadership Program run by AFAC a couple of years ago and I support Collingwood 

with a passion ï HOT PIES!  

 
 

Bruce Corbett AFSM ς NW Regional President/ State Fire Commission Rep 
 

L ŀƳ ǘƘŜ ./ ƻŦ ²ȅƴȅŀǊŘ CƛǊŜ .ǊƛƎŀŘŜΣ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ƧƻƛƴŜŘ ƛƴ Ωтт ŦǳƭŦƛƭƭƛƴƎ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ 
ǊƻƭŜǎ ǳƴǘƛƭ ōŜŎƻƳƛƴƎ .ǊƛƎŀŘŜ /ƘƛŜŦ ƛƴ ΨфмΣ L ƘŀŘ ŀ ōǊƛŜŦ ǎǘƛƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ tŜƴƎǳƛƴ C. 
before joining Wynyard. I have enjoyed the honour of being presented Life 
Membership of both the Wynyard Brigade and also the Association. 
 

I am married to Dot, have two grown kids living on the mainland and two 
little grand-daughters who I try to visit as often as possible. 
 
I work in Local Government for two Councils in a job share arrangement, handling their Risk 
Management and associated portfolios. For exercise L ǿŀƭƪ ŀōƻǳǘ сƪΩǎ a day rain, hail or shine ς only 
travel to commitments prevents me from doing this at times 
 
I enjoy meeting people, and in my role as SFC Commissioner I get to see quite a bit of the state 
presenting TFS Volunteer Medals for the Awards Framework ς meeting volunteers from within our 
membership and also the Volunteer Association. 
 
My sporting pursuits include Golf and indoor bowls, and an avid follower of the AFL, particularly enjoy 
watching the Mighty Pies win! 

 
 



 
Member Bios continued.... 
 

Mathew Philpott ς State Secretary 
 

Hi folks, it feels weird writing this as I write the majority of what is on 
here, now I have to do it about myself. (can you tell I had a half empty 
page to fill?) 
 

L ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ Ƴȅ ¢C{ ƭƛŦŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ /ƭŀǊŜƳƻƴǘ CƛǊŜ .ǊƛƎŀŘŜ ƛƴ Ωлл όƛŦ LΩƳ ǘƻ 
believe RMS at least) after an very enjoyable time with the guys and 
gals there, I moved to Brighton Fire Brigade having built a house in the 
township. Iƴ ƭŀǘŜ Ωлф L ŀŎŎŜǇǘŜŘ ŀƴ ƛƴǾƛǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ ǘƘŜ .ǊƛŘƎŜǿŀǘŜǊ 

Brigade as their training officer. After a period as a Leading Firefighter, I was recently elected to the 
role of the .ǊƛƎŀŘŜΩǎ {ŜŎƻƴŘ hŦŦƛŎŜǊΣ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ōǳƴŎƘ ƻŦ people within our brigade and for them 
to have faith in me to help lead them ς I see it as a honour. 
 

I am married to a very supportive wife, Tanya. Together we have two beautiful girls in Rhianna & 
Caitlin, who not only know exactly how to press my buttons but know how to melt me with a smile or 
giggle. 
 

LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ wŜƎƛƻƴ ŎƘŀƴŎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŀǘ ǎƻƳŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǿŜΩǾŜ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ƳŜǘΣ L ǘŜŀŎƘ ŀ ǾŀǊƛŜǘȅ ƻŦ 
ǎǳōƧŜŎǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ [ϧ5 ŀǎ ŀ ±¢LΦ !ǇƻƭƻƎƛŜǎ ƴƻǿ ƛŦ L Řƻ ŀ άDΩŘŀȅ ƳŀǘŜέ ŀǎ ƛǘ Ƴŀȅ ƳŜŀƴ L ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǎŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŀŎŜ 
but ŎŀƴΩǘ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŀƳŜΗ ¢ƻƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ŦŀŎŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŀƴ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ŜȄǘŜƴŘŜŘ ōŜȅƻƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ 
safe working limits brain... 
 

Refreshingly I DO NOT barrack for Collingwood, although to be fair they beat my side 
a couple of weeks agoL ...        Go the Hawks! 
 

TRVFA Polo Shirts 
 

Have you got one? We have new designs available, be one of the first to get them.  
 
Apologies for the quality of the 
photos ς they are available in;  
 
Navy/Red        or 
White/Navy (not black) for $30 each 
+ postage if required. 
 
Money will be required at the time 

ƻŦ ƻǊŘŜǊƛƴƎ ŀǎ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƛƴǘŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ΨǎǘƻŎƪΩΦ ¢ǳǊƴŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƛƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǊŘŜǊƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀ ǿŜŜƪΦ 
The supplier has at our request organised some personalisation for brigades wanting their name 
across the back ς ȅƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ {ƘŜŦŦƛŜƭŘΩǎΚ 
 



They ŀǊŜ ƳŀŘŜ ƻŦ ŀ ōǊŜŀǘƘŀōƭŜ ǘȅǇŜ ŦŀōǊƛŎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜ ƛǊƻƴƛƴƎΗ  όPlease note: not suitable 
for fireground use) 

 
²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƻǇŜƴ ǘƻ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘȅǇŜǎ ƻŦ ΨƳŜǊŎƘΩ ς we are happy to hear your ideas, 
we might publish some next issue? 
 

If we get a favourable response and are financially achievable they may get a run! 
 
Suggestions or orders to secretary@trvfa.org.au 
 

TRVFA State Executive Contact List 
 
Below is the current make-up of the State Executive, and their respective contact details. 
 
The members listed are committed to helping you with any issues that may arise; it is advised that 
ȅƻǳ Ǝƻ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ȅƻǳǊ ƴƻǊƳŀƭ ΨŎƘŀƛƴ ƻŦ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘΩ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƛƴǎǘŀƴŎŜΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ŦǊƻƳ 
listening to your concerns, to more formal discussions with TFS management when necessary. 
 
Position Name Brigade Mobile Email 

State President Andrew Taylor Georgetown 0418 134 445 andrew.c.taylor@bhpbilliton.com 

State Secretary Mathew Philpott Bridgewater 0417 499 088 secretary@trvfa.org.au 

A/Treasurer Peter Groves Scottsdale 0447 531 828 pgroves@dorset.tas.gov.au 

Vice President Craig Hughes Claremont 0408 523 826 craig.hughes@justice.tas.gov.au 

SFC Rep Bruce Corbett Wynyard 0417 872 427 bcorbett@warwyn.tas.gov.au 

Asst. Secretary Graeme Facy Not Re-contesting Election @ Annual General Meeting 

     

Southern Region     

Sthn. President Colin Triffitt New Norfolk 0417 508 903 ctriffitt@iprimus.com.au 

Sthn. Secretary Craig Hughes Claremont 0408 523 826 craig.hughes@justice.tas.gov.au 

Sthn. Delegate Andrew Dare Midway Point 0427 653 029 andrew.dare@bigpond.com 

Sthn. Delegate Todd Bennetto Claremont 0439 504 356 Firetruck2@hotmail.com 

Sthn. Delegate* Matthew Fishwick Fern Tree 0408 520 812 matthewfishwick@bigpond.com 

     

North West Region     

NW President Bruce Corbett Wynyard 0417 872 427 bcorbett@warwyn.tas.gov.au 

NW Secretary Richard Cosstick Devonport 0488 906 813 rcosstick3@bigpond.com 

NW Delegate Chris Neilson Wynyard 0409 456 977 cj.neilson@bigpond.com 

NW Delegate Rob Dawes Somerset 0439 347 358 robertdawes51@bigpond.com 

     

Northern Region     

N President Matt Buck Prospect 0419 162 968 mjbuck@bigpond.net.au 

N Secretary Errol Gleeson Deloraine 0407 341 108 egleeson@vision.net.au 

N Delegate Laine Gadd Ravenswood 0487 642 959 lainegadd@gmail.com 

N Delegate Michael Armstrong Longford 0417 141 046 m.armstrong@hotmail.com.au 
*proxy delegate 
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