Tasmanian Retained Volunteer Firefighters Association

Retained Volunteers Proudly Protecting Tasmanian Communities

FIREInes

Welcome to FIREIlines!

FIRElines is a new initiative of the State Executive of the TRVFA, aimed
at increasing our communication back to you our members.

From the President

|l t’ s with pleasur ol owmri tfe rtshi s
very pleasing to see the effort that our members have put in to make
this a success. | d |Ii ke to pay
for his work. Remember this will only be successful if we hear from you
andweget <contributions or suggest
to see. Our Association is there to represent you as without you we
don’t have an associati on.

| would strongly encourage you to read this newsletter and contact your
regional association representatives to find out more, and get involved
in what we do and understand what we are about or trying to achieve,
all on your behalf.

The newsletter will come out periodically as and when needed,
particularly when our committees have met and or when there is a
particular topic / issue. Enjoy —look forward to your feedback.

| would invite you to contribute to FIRElines, you may have something
to share; a story, an event, a photo, a noteworthy or unusual incident
(careful how much detail), an advert(?) anything that may be of interest
to our membership will be considered for inclusion. To contribute such
items please email secretary@trvfa.org.au

Stay safe, Andrew Taylor TRVFA State President

2 SQf t023SAMI Xy
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Northern RegionFemale Firefighters Forum

The Forum will be held on 30th April at the Tram Sheds Inveresk Launceston commencing at 0930 hrs
and should conclude by 1600 hrs. Morning tea & lunch will be provided. This has been organised in
conjunction with the TVFBA. Some details;

I Due to venue size numbers are limited to 100 —first in best dressed, Contact Don Mackrill on
0418 362 232 or donmackrill@bigpond.com to confirm your spot!

9 Opento both Male & Female members —the larger message is about membership diversity.

9 Andrew Ford CEO Volunteer Fire Brigades Victoria (our sister association) will be a keynote
speaker.

Valec Donald John Jones AFSM

Sadly Don Jones Life Member and State Treasurer of the
Association passed away back in October, after a very short, but
ultimately unsuccessful battle with Cancer. He is survived by wife
Elizabeth, daughter Meredith and son Damien.

Don was a true stalwart of the TRVFA, TFS Museum Brigade, Fern
Tree Fire Brigade & of course, the TFS for so many years. He will
be sadly missed.

Valec Maurice Walton Hill OAM

Maurice passed away earlier this year after a long illness, he was a former founding member of the
TRVFA, including being President in 1984-" 8 5 .

Maurice was awarded the Order of Australia Medal (OAM) in 2009 “for service to Rotary
International, to local government, and to the community of Devonport.”

He was a former 1% Officer of the Devonport Fire Brigade, for a number of years.

The Hill name has been intrinsically linked with the DFB for manyyears—wh i | st r esear
brigade | ife a quote was mentioned “there h

Thi s was a r ef er e wwsalten(Waldy), Uvce BentreathgTresth), EoasinsiPaulr
(currently DO Mersey & Devonport), Alan (dec) and lan. Out of the Gents above three were 1%
officer; Treath, Wally & Maurice. Paul & Alan went on to become long serving career members.
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PPC Committee Update

The PPC committee has recently met, our most recent task of
note has been working on finding a replacement for the
Structural Turnout Gear that we wear —this will only be issued
on an as needed basis, as the present gear still conforms to all
relevant standards.

After much study, both in physical trials and literature research
we are comfortable with the idea of the new turnout ensembles having a moisture barrier.

We are at this point not convinced with what type of outer shell to go with, Nomex® which is what
we currently wear, PBI Gold® —the brownish stuff you may have seen around (being trialled) and
there is another option being looked at called TITAN® which is rated very well against the other two.

PBI Gold® is the garment material of choice by the UFU nationally, and the local branch is being a

little bit flexible in looking into TITAN®, as thi s fabric wasn’'t ava
their decision. One major drawback in the committees eye with PBIGold®i s t he | ac k ¢
colour —the brownish version you may have seen is as light a colour as is available, and after having

such a bright colour as the Nomex® gear, it just seems way too dark (notwithstanding the UFUs

stance for it).

TITAN® comes in a range of colours and can come ina Nomex®‘ rge e n type al so.

More info on TITAN® here; http://www.hainsworth.co.uk/technical-and-industrial-textiles/firefighters-ppe-fabric/hainsworth-titan

Also discussed was vegetation jackets (proban) that we currently wear, there is a problem when it

comes to supply, it simply takes too long —because we have a different design jacket to the NSW

Rural Fire Service with whom we have a buying arrangement, ours do not have epaulette provision

on the shoul ders and we—ogrsthavetd be hadevine speclo b r e a
production run which takes about 21 weeks after the order is placed to receive them!

The solution is simple really, all new jackets (after present stocks are exhausted) will come with
epaulette provision and an extra pocket, and then they will be available about a fortnight after being
ordered 19 odd weeks better off.

Itis notthe T F $htemstion for members to start wearing epaulettes on Vegie jackets but it is seen as
inevitable once the jackets are in service that members will start to put them on of their own accord.
There has also been a brief issue of a new type of firefighting boot also (pictured), this was
a band-aid measure only to meet user demand when regular supplier Taipan® had
problems sourcing leather, this has now returned to normal.

There is about to be a trial on a new boot to check for suitability — more news next issue?


http://www.hainsworth.co.uk/technical-and-industrial-textiles/firefighters-ppe-fabric/hainsworth-titan

New 4.1 Appliance Rollout

You may have seen these getting about or were you lucky enough to
get one? Either way i tah exciting time for brigades as new
appliances are commi ssioned,
lucky 30 your brigade may have got a hand-me-down, which overall
improves our vehicle fleet.

These appliances were built after input from members of the TRVFA who participated in the user
group forums.

Did you know Engineering Services actually produced 31 of these?

The 31* was just a little different...

TRVEA hits facebook

The TRVFA has launched a facebook page, with similar motivations to this
Newsl etter, a short time ago we s
page) —the idea being better communication to you our members.

Some features of the page include member photos, TFS incident feed (it

appears on your ‘newsfeed’ whenever an inci
facebook
So i f you’ rleokwosn dmcaemdbokl i ke’ us for full a

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Tasmanian-Retained-\olunteer-Firefighters-Association-
TRVFA/138459339526917
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TRVFA State Executive Caat List

Below is the current make-up of the State Executive, and their respective contact details.

The members listed are committed to helping you with any issues that may arise; it is advised that
you go through your nor mtdnktance, dt \@eiara here o help fommma r
listening to your concerns, to more formal discussions with TFS management when necessary.

Brigade

‘Mobile

State President Andrew Taylor Georgetown 0418 134 445 andrew.c.taylor@bhpbilliton.com

State Secretary Mathew Philpott Bridgewater 0417 499 088 secretary@trvfa.org.au

Vice President Craig Hughes Claremont 0408 523 826 craig.hughes@justice.tas.gov.au

A/Treasurer Peter Groves Scottsdale 0447 531 828 pgroves@dorset.tas.gov.au

SFC Rep Bruce Corbett Wynyard 0417 872 427 bcorbett@warwyn.tas.gov.au

Asst. Secretary Graeme Facy Snug 0447 630 046 gfacy@netspace.net.au

Southern Region

Sthn. President Colin Triffitt New Norfolk 0417 508 903 ctriffitt@iprimus.com.au

Sthn. Secretary Craig Hughes Claremont 0408 523 826 craig.hughes@justice.tas.gov.au

Sthn. Delegate Andrew Dare Midway Point |0427 653 029 andrew.dare@bigpond.com

Sthn. Delegate Todd Bennetto Claremont 0439 504 356 Firetruck2@hotmail.com

Sthn. Delegate* Matthew Fishwick  |Fern Tree 0408 520 812 matthewfishwick@bigpond.com
North West Region

NW President Bruce Corbett Wynyard 0417 872 427 bcorbett@warwyn.tas.gov.au

NW Secretary Richard Cosstick Devonport 0488 906 813 rcosstick3@bigpond.com

NW Delegate Chris Neilson Wynyard 0409 456 977 ¢j.neilson@bigpond.com

NW Delegate Rob Dawes Somerset 0439 347 358 robertdawes51@bigpond.com

~ NotthemRegion

N President Matt Buck Prospect 0419 162 968 mijbuck@bigpond.net.au

N Secretary Errol Gleeson Deloraine 0407 341 108 egleeson@vision.net.au

N Delegate Laine Gadd Ravenswood 0447 006 734 lainegadd@gmail.com

N Delegate Michael Armstrong |Longford 0417 141 046 m.armstrong@hotmail.com.au

*proxy delegate

Help Sought TRVFA Website

One area of communication that is unfortunately sadly lacking is our website, what we are after is
someone from within our membership (or friends of?) with website building skills who can assist us
building a new page.

I f that’' s you pl ease dsecefpry@trifeorgSut at e Secr et ¢

Full credit can be given on the page for your skills! (If you wish)
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2011 Australia Day Honours

Several of our members were honoured this year in one way or another for
their service to their respective communities. .

Bill Tiddy Brigade Chief Queenstown was awarded the Australian Fire Service Medal (AFSM),
Graham Brown Brigade Chief Latrobe was awarded the Emergency Services Medal (ESM),
Ronnie Dare VFF Longford was named Citizen of the Year for the Northern Midlands Council.

Former Midway Point member - Deputy Chief Officer Gavin Freeman was also awarded the AFSM.

Congrats to the members above for their outstanding achievements.

Member Bio

In the interests of getting to know our newer members a bit better we asked them to give us a little
description of ‘“who’ t bhtheynselaes. e. . . wri tten by

Peter Groves Acting State Treasurer

| have been a brigade member at Scottsdale for just over 6 years and have held
position of Third Officerdr the past 4 years. | have enjoyed my time as a TFS
volunteer and relish the camaraderie.

In civilian life | am employed by the Dorset Council as Property Services Officer «
have been with Council for about 4 years. My job and my hobby (TFS) alléav me
meet, interact and form close ties with people from all walks of life, which is something | find very
satisfying.

The chance to represent the reeimember brigades and Scottsdale is something | am very
enthusiastic about. | look forward to meetmgre of the TRVFA members and being involved with t
association for many years to come.

Laine Gadd ¢ Northern Region Delegate

| have been a Fire Fighter at Ravenswood for just over 2 years after a few years
gl @& FTNRY (KS ¢C{ idtteiFireSehideoNFoundi & fredrs
mainly with the Ravenswood Brigade but also Mt. Nelson and recently Legana. |
enjoy helping the community.

Away from the TFS | am an Aged Care Worker at SANDHILL in Launceston, which |
find very rewarding being able to help people.

I look forward to the future of the Northern Region Branch of the TRVFA and the
chance to meet more TRVFA members from around the state.




